
  
UNITED STATES

SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COMMISSION
Washington, D.C. 20549

 
 

FORM 8-K
 

 

CURRENT REPORT
Pursuant to Section 13 OR 15(d)

of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934

Date of Report (Date of earliest event reported): September 30, 2021
 

 

ANNEXON, INC.
(Exact name of registrant as specified in its charter)

 
 

 
Delaware  001-39402  27-5414423

(State or other jurisdiction
of incorporation)  

(Commission
File Number)  

(IRS Employer
Identification No.)

180 Kimball Way, Suite 200
South San Francisco, California 94080

(Address of principal executive offices) (Zip Code)

Registrant’s telephone number, including area code: (650) 822-5500

Not Applicable
(Former name or former address, if changed since last report)

 
 

Check the appropriate box below if the Form 8-K filing is intended to simultaneously satisfy the filing obligation of the registrant under any of the
following provisions:
 

☐ Written communications pursuant to Rule 425 under the Securities Act (17 CFR 230.425)
 

☐ Soliciting material pursuant to Rule 14a-12 under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.14a-12)
 

☐ Pre-commencement communications pursuant to Rule 14d-2(b) under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.14d-2(b))
 

☐ Pre-commencement communications pursuant to Rule 13e-4(c) under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.13e-4(c))

Securities registered pursuant to Section 12(b) of the Act:
 

Title of each class  
Trading

Symbol(s)  
Name of each exchange

on which registered
Common Stock, par value $0.001 per share  ANNX  The Nasdaq Stock Market

Indicate by check mark whether the registrant is an emerging growth company as defined in Rule 405 of the Securities Act of 1933 (§ 230.405 of this
chapter) or Rule 12b-2 of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934 (§ 240.12b-2 of this chapter).

Emerging growth company ☒

If an emerging growth company, indicate by check mark if the registrant has elected not to use the extended transition period for complying with any
new or revised financial accounting standards provided pursuant to Section 13(a) of the Exchange Act. ☐
   



Item 5.02. Departure of Directors or Certain Officers; Election of Directors; Appointment of Certain Officers; Compensatory
Arrangements of Certain Officers.

(b) On September 30, 2021, the Board of Directors of Annexon, Inc. (the “Company”) appointed Ted Yednock, Ph.D. as Chief Innovation Officer
and Larry Mattheakis, Ph.D. as Chief Scientific Officer of the Company, both effective immediately. Dr. Yednock served as Chief Scientific Officer
from 2013 until September 30, 2021.

Item 7.01. Regulation FD Disclosure.

A copy of the press release, dated October 4, 2021, announcing the appointments of Dr. Yednock and Dr. Mattheakis to their respective positions,
is furnished as Exhibit 99.1 hereto and is incorporated by reference herein.

The information in this Item 7.01, including the exhibit hereto, shall not be deemed to be “filed” for purposes of Section 18 of the Securities
Exchange Act of 1934, as amended, or otherwise subject to the liabilities of that Section 11 and 12(a)(2) of the Securities Act of 1933, as amended. The
information contained herein and in the accompanying exhibit shall not be incorporated by reference into any filing with the Securities and Exchange
Commission made by the Company, whether made before or after the date hereof, regardless of any general incorporation language in such filing.

 
Item 9.01. Financial Statements and Exhibits.
 

(d) Exhibits.
 
Exhibit  Description

99.1
  

Press Release, dated October 4, 2021, titled “Annexon Biosciences Further Strengthens its Executive Leadership Team with Appointment of
Ted Yednock, Ph.D., to Chief Innovation Officer and Appointment of Larry Mattheakis, Ph.D., as Chief Scientific Officer”

104.1   Cover Page Interactive Data File (embedded within the Inline XBRL document)



SIGNATURES

Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the Registrant has duly caused this report to be signed on its behalf by the
undersigned hereunto duly authorized.
 
Dated: October 4, 2021    Annexon, Inc.

  By:  /s/ Jennifer Lew
   Jennifer Lew
   Executive Vice President and Chief Financial Officer



Exhibit 99.1

ANNEXON BIOSCIENCES FURTHER STRENGTHENS ITS EXECUTIVE LEADERSHIP TEAM WITH APPOINTMENT OF TED
YEDNOCK, PH.D., TO CHIEF INNOVATION OFFICER AND APPOINTMENT OF LARRY MATTHEAKIS, PH.D., AS CHIEF

SCIENTIFIC OFFICER

– Dr. Ted Yednock’s appointment enhances Annexon’s commitment to scientific innovation and pursuit of future programs –

– Dr. Larry Mattheakis brings decades of drug discovery and development expertise to support advancement of Annexon’s current and future pipeline –

SOUTH SAN FRANCISCO, Calif., October 4, 2021 – Annexon, Inc. (“Annexon”) (Nasdaq: ANNX), a clinical-stage company developing a new
class of medicines for patients with classical complement-mediated autoimmune, neurodegenerative and ophthalmic disorders, today announced the
appointment of Ted Yednock, Ph.D., as chief innovation officer (CIO), and the appointment of Larry Mattheakis, Ph.D., as chief scientific officer (CSO).

“This is an exciting time at Annexon, with three clinical-stage drug candidates advancing in seven clinical trials across our portfolio. Ted and Larry’s
deep and complimentary expertise is invaluable at this stage of our company’s growth and will further our pursuit to bring anti-C1q therapies to millions
of people suffering from complement-mediated diseases,” said Doug Love, Esq., president and chief executive officer of Annexon. “In his new role as
CIO, Ted brings his deep knowledge and passion for the therapeutic potential of C1q and the classical complement pathway to further expand the unique
promise of our novel platform. As our new CSO, Larry brings a proven track record in drug development and driving innovative solutions from early
discovery to product approvals that can lift our current and future portfolio to new heights. We are thrilled by the opportunities that this strategic
expansion of our team brings to the progression of our autoimmune, neurodegenerative and ophthalmic therapeutic areas.”

Dr. Yednock has served as Annexon’s CSO since 2013. Under his leadership, Annexon has continued to progress and add to the scientific body of
knowledge of C1q and its ability to block all downstream components of the classical complement pathway that lead to excess inflammation, tissue
damage and patient disability in many complement-mediated diseases. As CIO, he will remain a member of the executive committee, serve as chairman
of the Scientific Advisory Board and continue to strengthen and integrate Annexon’s key scientific findings and collaborations.

“Our understanding of the role of the complement pathway in different disease processes is exploding,” said Dr. Yednock. “In just the past few months,
significant findings have been published regarding the classical complement cascade in the areas of traumatic brain injury, progressive multiple sclerosis
and schizophrenia. As CIO, I am excited to focus on our science, working with Larry and the Annexon scientific and clinical teams, to increase the
depth and impact of our programs.”

Dr. Mattheakis was previously the senior vice president of discovery biology and translational research at Protagonist Therapeutics, where he led teams
from discovery to Phase 1 or Phase 2 clinical development for six different investigational new drug (IND) candidates in autoimmune and hematological
conditions and developed the key biomarkers showing clinical target engagement and pharmacodynamics. Prior to Protagonist, Dr. Mattheakis was at
Exelixis leading preclinical development for XL499 – a small molecule inhibitor of PI3K delta for treating autoimmune and oncology diseases that was
licensed to Merck. Prior to Exelixis, he held positions of increasing responsibility at Cytokinetics and the Affymax Research Institute, where he
pioneered the development of novel assay technologies including ribosome display to identify agonists of the thrombopoietin receptor.



Dr. Mattheakis received a Ph.D. in biochemistry from the University of Wisconsin-Madison and trained as a post-doctoral research fellow in the
Department of Microbiology and Molecular Genetics at Harvard Medical School.

“I am delighted to join the leadership team and to expand on the work that Annexon has pioneered in the complement space,” said Dr. Mattheakis. “I
look forward to helping the company continue to move the science forward in order to deliver new therapies that benefit patients with devasting
complement-mediated autoimmune, neurodegenerative and ophthalmic diseases.”

About Annexon, Inc.

Annexon is a clinical-stage biopharmaceutical company developing a new class of complement medicines for patients with classical complement-
mediated autoimmune, neurodegenerative and ophthalmic disorders of the body, brain and eye. The company’s pipeline is based on its platform
technology addressing a broad spectrum of well-researched classical complement-mediated autoimmune and neurodegenerative diseases triggered by
aberrant activation of C1q, the initiating molecule of the classical complement pathway. Annexon is advancing a portfolio of innovative product
candidates designed to block the activity of C1q and the entire classical complement pathway: ANX005 (intravenous administration), ANX007
(intravitreal administration) and ANX009 (subcutaneous administration). Annexon is deploying a disciplined, biomarker-driven strategy designed to
improve the probability of technical success of its portfolio. For more information, visit www.annexiobio.com.

Contact:
Jennifer Lew
Chief Financial Officer, Annexon Biosciences
jlew@annexonbio.com

Chelcie Lister
chelcie@thrustsc.com


